Term Project Outline
Learning How to be a Creative Thinker
I. Introduction
The need for creativity all over the world has increased, such that, tasks that formerly would be better completed if the person assigned was creative must be executed creatively to complete effectively (Nielsen & Thurber 7). People that are highly creative are deemed to be excellent at establishing connections. Thus, if a person enhances their ability to see connections, then their creative ability will be equally enhanced (Nielsen & Thurber). Therefore, creativity is defined as the quality that allows people to invent, make and produce, instead of imitating the work of others, with its main components being originality and imitation (Selinger 1). In most cases, people that are highly creative do not recognize their creative capabilities. According to research, a person’s creativity levels are at the peak during childhood years after which they diminish, thanks to the constraints that are associated with societal norms and expectations of creativity (Blakeney et al. 4). Evidently, creativity levels vary among individuals but the ones that are considered less creative can boost their creativity through continuous engagement of their brains in activities that condition them to adopt creative approaches in the problem resolution process.
II. Role of Childhood in developing a Creative Thinker
Topic Sentence: Importantly, the converse relationship that exists between intelligence and creativity must be noted. The Flynn effect provides that the levels of intelligence across generations increase by a score of about 10 points or more whereas the opposite is depicted in the case of creativity; further evidenced by the falling levels of creativity among the members of younger generations in the US (Bronson & Merryman 1-2).
i. Supporting detail 1: Lessons on creativity begin during childhood years when the inquisitive levels of an individual are high. Thus, the higher the curiosity levels that a child expresses, the higher their creativity levels are likely to be; and the converse is also true (Bronson & Merryman 3).
ii. Supporting detail 2: Researchers indicate that adults that become highly creative members of society often grow up in families that embody opposites. This means that during their childhood years, their parents provided them stable conditions to live in but also encouraged the acquisition of uniqueness as an important trait; making them adults that are highly adaptable to the environment around them (Bronson & Merryman 3).
iii. Supporting detail 3: Innovation can be encouraged among children within the school setting through the application of rapid prototyping. Simple classroom supplies can be manipulated to create representations of the innovate process which are tangible, can be discussed and subsequently iterated (Blakeney et al. 6).
III. Role of Neurological Concepts in developing a Creative Thinker
Topic Sentence: The creative process, unlike the provisions of previous assumptions, encompasses the interaction of varied cognitive processes, a factor that clarifies that creativity does not involve a single region of the brain (Kaufman 2).
i. Supporting detail 1: Certain key features in the brain determine whether a person becomes a divergent or convergent thinker. Divergent and convergent thinking results in differing forms of creativity, supporting the idea that one’s brain can be taught to be creative (Bronson & Merryman 4).
ii. Supporting detail 2: To fully understand the creative process, one must acknowledge that both sides of the brain are involved in the preparation, incubation, illumination and verification procedures thereof. Different brain regions handle creative tasks depending on the creativity stage and the creation that an individual intends to establish (Kaufman 2).
iii. Supporting detail 3: The three main brain networks that are involved in creativity are the executive attention network, the imagination network and the salience network, all of which facilitate the activation and deactivation of neurons at different stages of the cognitive process (Kaufman 3-7)
IV. Role of Imagination in developing a Creative Thinker
Topic Sentence: Imagination is an important component in the establishment of the creative thought process especially considering that according to Kant, imagination and understanding determine a person’s genius (creativity levels) (Stokes 8).
i. Supporting detail 1: The creativity process appears to be similar regardless of whether the individuals in question are artists or scientists. Thus, the methods that apply in boosting creativity levels do so across the board (Ossola 3).
ii. Supporting detail 2: Creativity must be accompanied by cognitive manipulation especially considering that most people that are thought to be geniuses experienced massive cognitive breakthroughs (Stokes 163-168).
iii. Supporting detail 3: Regardless of whether the type of creativity in question is the conventional or genius form, there are certain features that characterize creativity. These features may not always characterize the creative process, but they can be identified through the manipulation of the cognitive manipulative role (Stokes 168-171).
V. Opinion and Conclusion
Declining creativity levels among the American people can be remedied through the introduction of creativity-boosting procedures in school and work settings as well as in everyday activities.
Evidently, the people that are the most creative within the society are those that have found their creativity tools and used them to boost their creativity levels.
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